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'"TAIN'T WORTH IT, JACKSOQN. Speer offers some sort of a bet that the
future issues of Fan-Dango will not be oon-
fined to jazz as was stated in the last issue, nasmuch as Beak Taylor
and Virginia Ewmden are willing %o publish my musical remarks in their
respective magazines, and Donn Brazier (who I promimed months ago might
have a jazz column for Frontier) is rumored en route home, I'd better
back down. Thers is a {Imit to how much I can write on the subject,
at least without sounding like a rehash of some of the volumes on Jjazz.
So out me in on those bets you won. A jazz Fan-Dango on top of those
other cornmitments would be far too much work, even for the laudable
purpose of making the Pride of Puget out a liar, 'Tain't worth it.
===00000==~
AE! SWEET CONSISTENCY! The last Fan-Dango sald "farewell and t'hell
2 with ye".  In the eight monthse having elapsed
since it was published most of the hue and ory atout me has died down
(I hops), and in any case, the chief reasons for my shutting my big
moutn have ceased to exist. The FuSLA is practically a thing of the
past, LASFS harmony no longer depends on my getting along with Kepner
and Brown, the FSNY is busily having the renalssence whioh was predict-
ed by someone (glad the LASFS didn't have a ronalssence 1ike that one!),
and by refusing to read most of the last two mailings l've gotten over
my mad for the next fifteen or twenty minutes.

: Besides, I have what
1ooks to me like a very good idea for Fan-Dango. The next lssue will
cither be the firet in that series, the first in the jazz series, the
first in some other saries, or the first in yet another seriss, or
maybs it will be just the same lovable old Fan-Dango. (I simply will
not give Mr, Speer an opportunity to make bets until he has fixed me
up with a sizeable slice of the boodle.) But, with a oertain amount
of gssurance, 1 can prophecy that the next FAN-DANCO will be Vol. III,
No. 3, maybe. :

===00000==-
CURSE ASHLEY.... The members of this high-minded organization will no
A s = doubt refuse to elect Sultan Alhazred the Mad Arab
to any more offices when they learn that he practically ordered me to
publisa a Fan-Dango for this mailing. They will also probably say,
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DARN YOU, CRANE, when they learn that I would probably have had to pub-

1ish another Fan-Dango anyway for Burton Crane in

far off Caina, who keeps urging me %o gend him a copy of the new Fan-
Dango. A ocertain embarraseing shortage of a few months back must have
at East penetrated the Far East.

—=e 0000 0m——
RAISE THE ANTE TO 75! In the past, I nave consistently advoocated that

the membership liet be left as it 1is, restrict-

ed to 65. Despite the mass I have sccumulated in the past few months
(hiya, Jackeon!), I am reversing myself., Just another Kepner, I guess.
The last FA shows the following waiting 1ist: Marlow, Thomas, Sykora,
Sennert, Baker, Blish, Ladd, Moskowitz, Smith, Smith, Taurasi. That
is sleven. I know of three others; who have been added sinoce that was
puolished: Burton Crane, Helen Wesson, and Chag, Tanner. There 1s &
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total of fourteen waiting to get in. I have not seen enough work from
Marlow, Sykora, Sehnert, Baker, Mrs. Smith, or Tauraei %o say whether
or not they would be outstanding members. The past publishing record
of several of these individuals is sufficiently good to indioate that
they are potentially at least first-class members. Of the eight I do
know quite a bit about, not one would be other than outetanding...and
I do mean outstanding. Jim Thomas, an extremely friendly and st imu-
lating GI, who has everything it takes to be a braintruster exoept the
experience in publishing. The only correspondent I've ever had who
wrote lotters in a DBThompson vein that would stand comparison with
DB's own. Jim Blish is one of the two non-FAPA Vanguard members who

I really would like to see in pur group (the other is Virginia Emden).
Blish writes well, and has given Vanguard some particularly good mater-
1al along musioal lines; his Vanguard magazine is worhiy in every ree-
pect of being included in FAPA mailings. Thyril Ladd is the Albany
half of Langley Searles! Fantasy Commentator standbyes..'nuf said. Sam
Moskowitz ie not the most pupuiar fan in fandom by any means, but he
is a good and prolific wrif{er who is active enough today to warrant
being reinstated. Lou 8mith is another terrific bibllophile and fan-
tasy oritic whose stuff has highlighted the fan press from time to
time since 1933. I'll OK Tanner on Ashley's enthusiastic sayso---1f
Chzrlie is half the man Al eays he is I want him in FAPA but fast.

My
own two reoruits, protojes, or what have you, are Burton Crane and
Helen Wesson. In the mundane APA's these are both namses to conjure
with. Burton has been & top-flight publisher in NAPA for a couple of
decades or more. He is a sensitive editor and brilliant writer, who is
progably at his best when he gets into that satirical, biting vein that
marks his reviews. At the moment with the 0SS in China, Burton left
the official editorship of NAPA to go into service; the 60 and 70 page
National Amateurs with his name on the masthead are among the best ama-
four magzines I have ever seen, and this despite the dead-weight of dull
reporte they were forced to carry. Helen Wesson 1s a former president
of AAPA--a smart, good-looking gal who publishes one of the half-dozén
ay jay titles that really has something to say eand usually says it pret-
ty well. Somehow or other both of those folks got interested in fandom.
They are working actively on The,.,.Thing, a 34 page mimographed duart-
erly fanzine, which they intend to put into the mailings as soon as
they can get into FAPA. In the meantime, it will be a general fanzine.
If they do one Quarter as good a job on TUT as they have on the poorest
of their ayjay publications, some of our top publishers are goling to
have to look to their laurels in the next poll.

The Question I should
1ike to pose to you folks is this; can FAPA afford to keep talent liks
this cooling its heels on the walting list until it either loses its
enthusiasm or migrates into Vanguard? Are our present mallings of high
enough quality as they stand that they would not be improved by the in-
clusion of the stuff our waiting listers could and would furnieh ue?

In the past, we could afford to take a chance. We were aloné in the
fisld; we had an oocasional loss through too long a weiting 1ist stay,
but most of them waited our pleasure. They had to, in order to get in-
to fan-slanted ayjay at all.

Now there is no need for them to wailt.
Our secesh rivals, Vanguard, ie still a dozen or so short of their mem-
bership limit. They've already gotten Joe Kennedy away from us. Do
any of you suppose for a moment that the oharacters in charge of VAPA,
who have no great reason to love us overly anyway, are going to let all
these worthwhile names stay on our list indefinitely without making a
determined effort to talk the best prospects into joining VAPA and
forgetting about FAPA? If we don't take some kind of prompt action, we
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L1 coing to wake up some bright morning and disoover that Vanguard has
cipuoned all the oream off our bucket, leaving us with the skim milk,
And we've got too many skim milk members right now!

At firet thought,

it is too easy to jump to the conclusion that the reoent LASFS-1like up-
heaval in New York Futuria will spike Vanguard for fair, but this is
wiszful thinking. A hasty glance over the list of Vanguard officers
will show that the same individuale who expelled Wollheim from the FSNY
are in easy control of Vanguard., VAPA is on its way, whether we 11lke
i% or not. I was recently given the privilege of examining the fourth
Vanguerd meiling. It is not in the groove, but all 1t needs to get in
thers but solid is for the boys to quit# tossing ocorny oracks at the
futility of all amateur publishing and fan aoctlvity, and to put a damp-
er on some of the more extreme versé which at the moment unbalances the
mailing. They have the quantity, and their average Quality is at least
80% as high as ours. Thie Quality is not at all weakened by tho faot
that two of our own top mags (Fan-Tods and Horizons) also ciroulate in
VAPA. ‘

I most certainly do not advocate any quarrelling between VAPA
and us, despite the somewhat dubious ciroumstances under whioch our sis-
ter group was founded, But it seems to me that there can be no ques-
tion but that FAPA's daye of sleepy complacency are over for a while.
The fandom of today is probably big enough to support two organizations,
but don't we want to keep ours the best? I think most of ue do.. >

do

not have any definite program to propose at this time. I do, however,
believe that as a stopgap we would do well to raise our membership li-
mit to 75. Ten more orank flips per page ies not going to kill any of
us, and an overall inorease of ten in conjunction with a judloious
weeding out of deadheads through rigid enforoement of present activity
requiremente will probably cope with the situation for now.

Disocusslon
is certainly in order on a long-range program designed to expedite the
assinilation of new members and the spewing forth of indigestible dead-
wood. I euggest a ocareful rereading of Epeer's remarks on page 1 of
ilattors of Opinion #18. 4Ae it etands, it is not quite perfect, but it
i at the very least a good start.

What do some of the rest of you
think about all this? I hope that the next mailing showe definlte signs
of soms sort of positive acotion.
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THESE AMAZING AMENDMENTS, I just got to wondering if we will be able
to pase any eort of legislaticn to cope

with this membership/waiting liet problem, I seem to reoall one of the
Futurian-written amendments which reduires & majority vote of the mem-
bership to pass any further constitutional changes. I wonder how far
along they were with the formation of Vanguard when they wrote up this
one! Or is this just a coincidence?

In any event, it 1is ocertain that
there will be vast amusement in VAPA oircles if that Futurian amendment
leaves FAPA hogtied. Little things like constitutions don'y bother
them much; I notice that they don't like their present one, so they
have another one up for vote—-but the manager (Lowndes) announces that
he is acting under the new (proposed) one and letting the present (le-
gal) one go by the board befors it is even voted on. What choioe hu-
mor for a group which does not make a fetish out of legalities to sadd-
le g stultifying legality on a group whioh does bow down and worship
before the letter of the law!
*#******#**********#******#****#1*#**!*t*****t*#********t#***********#*
FAN-DANGO is the FAPAzine of Francis T. Laney, published in suoh masnner
a8 to enable Jack Speer to collect his bets on the matier. Venal?




—

JA7ZZ DEPARTMENT, (Fooled vuh, Jackeon.) Small recording compan ies
have spent the last decade vieing with one another
to bring out special waxings of jazz what is jazz. It remained for a
large oommeroial company to carve the sooks off the little fellows.
Capitol Records Inc, (the outfit that 1ls fast making the big threse of
RCA, Columbia, and Decca into a big feur) kicked jazz fans in the teeth
recently with the first volume of their four volume set, The History
of Jazz. Cepitol Album CE-16 ($4.35 plus tax) and sub-titled The Bolid
South, this first volume gontains ten must-have sidea.

The set leads

off with Leadbelly (Huddie Ledbetter), than whom there is no whoner,
doing ROCK ISLAND LINE and EAGLE ROCK RAG. These are down-to-earih
folk etuff featuring Leadbelly's unique and authentic vocals, and bai%-
ed by L's exoiting guitar-work, EAGLE ROCK features his piano for what
I velieve is the first time on wax., On the gtrength of this eide, Hud-
die takes his place as one of the greatest of the primitive plano men.
His 88 work is a long, long way up the Congo from Teddy Wilson, but

it kioks like & Missouri mule, John Jacob Niles addiots will bse inter-
ested to note the strong infusion of Elizabethan folk material in the

voocal work.

Zutty Singleton's Trio (Zutty, Fred Washington, and Barney
Bigard) follows with a alow blues, LULU'S MOOD and & stomp, BARNEY'S
BOUNCE, The ex-Ellingtonian shows the boye what a New Orleans reed
man can do with & olarinet when the feeling ia on hinm, while the little-
known Washington makes with effective planistiocs. 3Zutty, aa usual,
furnisles a solid-rock foundation. These two sides, when compared with
any reoord by the Goodman Trio, show the difference between an imitati-
on and the real thing. Unlike too many highly touted jazzmen, Bigard
is a master of his instrument from the point of view of technique. Ev-
en Goodman is no more proficient. When we get a man like that away
from the demands of commerciality, the music is usually memorable. It
certainly is in this cases.
CRAWFISH BLUES,by the same group augmented

by horn, tram, guitar, and bases, is very good, but not quite up to
the standard set by a similar band headed by Jelly-Roll Morton in 1939.
(Any of you FAPS have those four Bluebirds?) Biggest kick on this side
ie Bigard's introduction.

Eddie Miller's quartet (a white group feat-
uring the ex-Crosby reed man on glarinet, Wrightsman on plano, Bauduo
and lLaMare on Thythm) make of CAJUN LOVE SONG one of the finest blues
reoords I have ever heard. Verret's Creole vooal ie nice, but thse
real kioks are Miller and Wrightsman. Terrific is too weak an adject-
jve to describe this relaxed and beautiful side.

The remaining four
sides are Nappy Lallare and Wingy Manone with a white dixieland band
very aimilar to the group with which Wingy is rooking the Gay Inn (710%
So. Hill, Los Angeles) six nights a week. They do an original, TAIL-
GATE RAMBLE (which is marred by a three-man trombone section doing
arranged stuff which any ene of the four tram men on the session could
N ve ad-1ibbed twice as effeotively); and three delightful old stand-
by2s: SISTER KATE, AT THE JAZZ BAND BALL, and HIGH SOCIETY. I lilke
XKATE better than Muggsy's Bluebird of 1t. JAZZ BAND BALL is fine, and
i espacially highlighted by Verret's stabbing ensemble trombéme. Mat-
ty Matlook does right well on the test solo in HIGH BOCIETY, but I
8till like Bechet better (with Jelly-Roll Morton). All four of these
gides have plenty of Wingy's hozrnm, and the first two have vocals by
him, especially SISTER KATE.

This set ie mustebuy stuff. It is.ext-
repely well recorded, though marred by a soratohy surfaocs, and con-
taine at least six or seven sides which would not be out of place in
one's 35 favorite records. - g —-



